Great Britain Parliament

   Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy with an unwritten constitution of historic documents such as the Magna Carta, the Petition of Right, the Bill of Rights, statues, judical precedents and custom. The constitution is flexibel and it can be changed by any act of Parliament.

   The British monarchy is head of state. The prime minister who also is head of government and a committee of ministers called the cabinet has got the executive power. The prime minister is usually the leader of the majority party in the House of Commons. By custom, the cabinet ministers are selected from the two houses of Parliament. Cabinet ministers are also members from the Privy Council.

   The ”Crown in Parliament” establish laws. They are passed by the Parliament which consist of the House of Commons  and the House of Lords. In practise, laws are dominated by the prime minister and the cabinet. They initiate the laws and make a propose. Then they are responsible for the administration of the law.

   The House of Lords consist of peeresses, two Angilcan bishops and 24 bishops. A member of the House of Lords can resign any time and be avalible for the election of the House of Commons and as the prime minister. The full House of Lord numbers is nearly 1200, but normal number is 320. There can bee only three members in the House to make a decision. When the House of Commons make bills they must pass the House of Lords for discussion and maybe some revisions.

   Members of the House of Commons are elected by the people. The voting age for British is 18. People who can’t be elected to the House of Commons are members of the House of Lords, selected priests in scotland, government contractors, sheriffs and some election officials. The basis of representation depends on the total number of the seats and on the total population of the nation. In Great Britan the constituency population is 60 000. In Nothern Ireland it is higher. The total membership of the Commons is now 651. 40 members are required to make a decision. The life of a Parliament is five years unless it dissolves erlier or extends in times of war or national emergency.

   The poltical party systems is an essential part of the work in the constitution. Severel parties win seats in Commons. The majority party forms His or Her Majesty’s Government and the second party is His or Her Majesty’s Own Loyal Opposition. Since the end of world war one the Labour party and the Conservative party have been dominant. The Labour are socialist and the Conservative are conservative.

